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THE civilized world has been rudely 
awakened from a sound hynotic 
sleep of false security, into which it 
had been thrown by the constant droning in 
its ears and holding before its eyes the idea 
of the great supremacy and efficiency of the 
German nation. This nation had acknowl- 
edged its supremacy over every other na- 
tion, in everything, so fully, freely and con- 
tinuously, that proof of its claims had never 
been demanded. To all outward appearances 
they had built up a mighty empire, but like 
the empire of Tiglath Pileser I, it was 
founded on conquest, centralized in the per- 
son of a single individual, and consequently 
fell to pieces. 

For years the German nation has prac- 
ticed the most gigantic system of camou- 
flage ever known. Their vaunted and 
flaunted culture and efficiency were all the 
time covering up the greatest cesspool of 
egotism, deceitfulness, cowardice, licen- 
tiousness, brutality and inefficiency that has 
ever existed. All the corruption and bru- 
tality of past ages had been nurtured and 
improved upon by twentieth century knowl- 
edge. Its ideals were those of the Hun. 
Its spirit was that of the Hun. It lay in 
wait, crouched ready to spring at the throat 
of civilization at the first opportunity. The 
opportunity it created, and the world was 
plunged into the fiercest conflict of all his- 
tory — a conflict between two entirely dif- 
ferent ideals of human rights and human 
life. 

The ideals of that nation are fully ex- 
pressed in the oft-repeated "Blood and 
Iron," "The Mailed Fist," "Might Makes 
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Right," etc., to which must be added their 
twin brothers, treachery and untruthful- 
ness, in which it has conducted a wholesale 
business, with the world for its customer. 
Germany was an extensive advertiser, but 
an unreliable one, and now is paying the 
price. 

Decay was in its heart — the moral fiber 
and ideals of its people. Mr. Cortissoz of 
the New York Tribune noted a "progres- 
sive degradation of the taste and morals 
of the German people" in 1906. The degra- 
dation of morals "stared you in the face in 
every exhibition," was "rampant in the the- 
aters," "held up to view in all book shops," 
and by and by he came to "feel it in the 
gross, overfed faces of the people" about 
him. In their art, he found the "nudes," as 
we call them in our exhibits, "were not 
'nudes' in the exhibits of Munich or Berlin, 
but naked indecencies." Their sculptors 
and architects expressed the same thing — 
"a vulgarity of soul so profound as to be 
symptomatic of nothing more or less than 
moral rottenness." He left Germany "with 
a feeling of having escaped from contact 
with some loathsome disease, and the firm 
belief that the soul of the country was sick, 
if not dead." "Physical energies" he found 
in abundance, but "of the humanities not a 
trace." With this exposure of the soul — 
or lack of it — of Germany, we can under- 
stand, as did Mr. Cortissoz, why the Ger- 
man "entered Belgium and France like a 
burglar and behaved like a Dead Sea ape." 

It is not the intention to claim that the 
other European nations had escaped from 
any degree of decadence, but recent events 
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prove conclusively that the German nation 
had far out-distanced them. We admire 
England and love France — their wonderful 
spirit and courage — but their ideals were 
not our ideals. America had thrown off 
European swaddling clothes, and in an en- 
tire new dress of "Freedom for all, For- 
ever," had created new ideals and a new 
spirit — the spirit of democracy. 

In 1620, when the Mayflower, "freighted 
with the destinies of a nation," landed at 
Plymouth Rock with our forefathers, was 
brought the beginning of the spirit of lib- 
erty and democracy. It grew to such 
strength that in 1741 the descendants of 
the Pilgrim Fathers sought to commemorate 
it in a very substantial way, and so, on one 
of the everlasting New England rocks they 
inscribed : "Liberty or Death." This is the 
spirit of America— the spirit that has car- 
ried her on to victory in every war in which 
she has engaged. 

In 1914, the beast of Berlin came out of 
his jungle and threatened the liberty of the 
world. America, like a sleepy, overgrown 
child, heard, but did not understand. From 
across the ocean came repeated calls for as- 
sistance, but still we dreamed on. Then our 
own women and children were struck down 
in the dark and found a watery grave. The 
child became a giant almost over night. The 
spirit of America was aroused and ready 
to defend its ideals. Fathers gave their 
time, thought and money ; our boys became 
the finest soldiers in the world; mothers 
took up burdens never before borne; and 
our daughters became angels of mercy in 
our hospitals. 

America, like a Colossus of Rhodes, with 
one foot firmly planted on the rock of the 
wonderful spirit of her people, the other 



across the Atlantic to stay the onrush of 
the hordes of darkness, again took her 
stand for "Liberty or Death." The beast 
of Berlin, so long held in check by England 
and France, was held — then driven back in 
ignominious defeat. The spirit of "Might 
Makes Right" had met the spirit of "Lib- 
erty or Death," and Liberty was trium- 
phant. 

From the icebound shores of the White 
Sea to the sunny slopes of Italy ; from bleak 
Siberia to bleeding France and England, 
our boys have carried this spirit of liberty. 
The Old World can never be the same 
again, for the spirit of America has en- 
tered it — a spirit nourished by the stead- 
fastness of our mountains, the peacefulness 
of our valleys, the broadness of our western 
plains, the depth of our mighty forests, the 
joyousness of our song-birds, the warmth 
of the southland, the ruggedness of the 
northland, the tenderness and heroism of 
our Puritan mothers, and the indom- 
itable courage and fearlessness of our 
Puritan fathers. From the Gulf to the 
Lakes — from the Golden Gate to Hell Gate 
— have come the influences and impres- 
sions that have produced this wonderful 
composite — the Spirit of America. 

This spirit, standing as the white moun- 
tain-peak of democracy in the world, has 
been lifted up on high and is drawing all 
nations to it. Our boys have died — yes, 
been crucified — that others might be free. 
Their sacrifice must not have been made 
in vain. The fire of patriotism must be 
tended, with such devotion that its splendor 
shall fill the heart of every human being. 
The eyes of mankind are upon us, and the 
Americanization of the World has begun. 



